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France: Autorité de la concurrence fines Pig
Slaughterers and Professional Bodies for Anti-
competitive Agreements

On 13 February 2013, the Autorité de la concurrence issued
a decision whereby it imposed fines for a total amount of
€ 4 570 000 for four anti-competitive agreements
implemented in the pig slaughtering and pork marketing
sector. The practices sanctioned are namely agreements on
the quantity of pork bought from pig farmers to influence the
price of the Brittany pork auction market as well as horizontal
agreements on the setting of retail prices.

ead more

Spain: Competition Authority imposes Fines in Paper
Envelopes Cartel Case

On 25 March 2013, the Comision Nacional de la Competencia
Council found that several companies active in the
manufacture, distribution and marketing of paper envelopes
had taken part in a cartel to share out the Spanish paper
envelopes market amongst themselves between 1977 and
2010.

ead more

Germany: Higher Regional Court increases Fines
against Liquefied Petroleum Gas Cartel

On 16 April 2013, the Dusseldorf Higher Regional Court has
imposed fines of € 244 000 000 on five members of the
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) cartel or their successors. In
doing so, the Court raised the total amount of fines to a level
higher than that imposed by the BKartA: in 2007, the BKartA
had issued orders imposing fines totalling approximately €
180 000 000 on the companies concerned.

Sweden: Market Court upholds City Court’s Decision
finding Abuse in Telia Sonera Case

On 12 April 2013, the Market Court ordered the Swedish
telecom operator Telia Sonera to pay an administrative fine
amounting to approximately € 4 000 000 for having abused its
dominant position in the broadband market, ADSL, through
a margin squeeze. In doing so, the Market Court upholds the
decision of the Stockholm City Court finding the abuse but
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Belgium: New Belgian Competition Authority and
new Competition Act

The new Belgian Competition Act was adopted on 3 April
2013. It establishes an independent Competition Authority
with a simplified structure and introduces significant
procedural changes in competition proceedings such as
new interim measures and settlement procedures and
administrative fines for natural persons involved in hardcore
cartel infringements.

The Netherlands:
¢ Netherlands Authority for Consumers and Markets
starts operating

On 1 April 2013, the Netherlands Consumer Authority, the
Netherlands Competition Authority and the Netherlands
Independent Post and Telecommunications Authority
have merged into the Netherlands Authority for
Consumers and Markets (ACM), bringing together general
competition oversight, industry-specific regulation (energy,
telecommunication, transport and postal services) and
consumer protection.

¢ Netherlands Authority for Consumers and Markets
launches Consultation on its Strategy

On 11 April 2013, the Netherlands Authority for Consumers
and Markets (ACM) launched a consultation on its proposed
Strategy. Stakeholders are welcome to comment until 1st
June.

Portugal:
e Competition Authority adopts Guidelines on
Handling of Antitrust Proceedings

In March 2013, the Portuguese Competition Authority
published its first ever Guidelines on the handling of antitrust
proceedings: they are applicable to procedures under
national and EU competition rules.

e Competition Authority adopts Guidelines on Fines

Following the entry into force in July 2012 of the new
Portuguese Competition Act, the Competition Authority has
adopted Guidelines on the setting of fines in antitrust cases.
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How Knowledge can avoid In view of investigating the most serious cartel cases in a
Fines more efficient manner, the Competition Authority has set up
-------- a Cartel Detection Section as well a Cartel Investigation Team.
P ESL—“]M— epon 16th The new units started operating on 15 April 2013.
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